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For Teachers

Using this Theatre Resource Guide

This theatre 
resource guide for 
Hans Brinker, or 
The Silver Skates is 
designed to be used 
with students before 
and after attending 
the Festival Theatre 
production.  The guide 
includes information 
and activities that 
will increase student  
understanding of this 
and other theatrical 
performances.  You 
may reproduce 
any and all of the 
following pages to 
distribute to students 
or parents.

About the Author
Page 3

Introduces Mary Mapes 
Dodge, the creator of the 

Hans Brinker tale, and 
provides background on the 

novelõs debut.

Setting & Historical 
Background

Page 4

Familiarizes students with 
the day-to-day realities 
of Dutch life in the late 

19th Century.
Story Themes
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Highlights some of the 
storyõs central themes, and 
asks students to respond 

to the story.

Interview with
the Playwright

Page 6-7

An interview with 
James L. Walker, who 
took the Hans Brinker 
novel and turned it into 
the stage play youõll see at 

Festival Theatre.

The Part 
That YOU Play

Page 8

Reminds students of their role as audience members; 
also features post-performance discussion questions 

and additional resources.
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