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2For Teachers
TThis theatre resource guide for his theatre resource guide for CharlotteCharlotte’’s Webs Web  by Joseph Robinetteby Joseph Robinette is designed to

be used with students before and after attending the Festival Theatre production.

The guide includes information and activities that will increase student

understanding of this and other theatrical performances. A special post-performance

guide will use examples Charlotte’s of excellent character qualities to prompt

discussion with your  students or family.

The mission of Festival Theatre is to make the arts welcoming to all people as an

essential part of the well being of individuals and vitality of the community.  We

believe the arts are vital in the education of children.  Art has a job to do in the

development of a creative, concerned, caring society and our children are the perfect

place to start.  Live theatre is an excellent way for students to experience the arts and

all that it has to offer,  both on stage and as part of the audience.

You may reproduce any and all of the following pages to use as you wish. The

information will help you make the most out of your visit to Festival Theatre.

If you have questions or would like more information please contact me at 888-887-

6002,  groups@festivaltheatre.org or P.O. Box 801 St. Croix Falls, WI 54024.

Enjoy the show!

Sincerely,

Amy Klein 

Arts Education Director

Festival Theatre



3The Story

Some brand new pigs were born on the Arable’s farm.  One was very small and weak and Mr.
Arable decided to do away with it. Fern had to stop him--how could he kill it just because it
was smaller than the others?  Fern named him Wilbur and loved him more than anything.

Everyday was a happy day for Wilbur.  He was growing each day and soon, no longer was
Wilbur a runt.  In fact, he was eating too much and Mr. Arable could not provide for him any
longer.  Most of his brothers and sisters had already been sold so Mrs. Arable suggested
selling him to Fern’s uncle, Homer Zuckerman.  That way, she could walk down the road and
visit him anytime she liked.

Wilbur liked the Zuckerman’s farm. He met the barn yard animals and the rat, Templeton. He
heard the good news--and the bad news.  Everyone was very glad he was putting on weight but
the truth was they were fattening him up because they were going to kill him when the weather
turned cold.

Charlotte, a grey spider had been watching Wilbur and offered to be his friend.  She promises
to save him from becoming smoked bacon and ham through a clever scheme to fool the
humans.  As if by some miracle, Charlotte spins words in her web to describe Wilbur:  first,
“some pig” then, “terrific” and “radiant.”   Wilbur becomes an instant sensation--Zuckerman’s
Famous Pig--and he’s on his way to avoiding a short life.

Characters
The Arable Family:

John, Martha, Fern and Avery

Home and Edith Zuckerman

Goose and Gander

Old Sheep and Lambs

Templeton the rat

Charlotte

Fairgoers and Spectators

Uncle

Announcer

Judges

Baby Spiders



4Novel to Play

Dear Reader:

Where did I get the idea for Stuart Little and for Charlotte's Web? Well, many
years ago I went to bed one night in a railway sleeping car, and during the night
I dreamed about a tiny boy who acted rather like a mouse. That's how the story
of Stuart Little got started.

As for Charlotte's Web, I like animals and my barn is a very pleasant place to be,
at all hours. One day when I was on my way to feed the pig, I began feeling sorry
for the pig because, like most pigs, he was doomed to die. This made me sad. So
I started thinking of ways to save a pig's life. I had been watching a big grey
spider at her work and was impressed by how clever she was at weaving.
Gradually I worked the spider into the story that you know, a story of friendship
and salvation on a farm. Three years after I started writing it, it was published.
(I am not a fast worker, as you can see.)
Sometimes I'm asked how old I was when I started to write, and what made me
want to write. I started early -- as soon as I could spell. In fact, I can't remember
any time in my life when I wasn't busy writing. I don't know what caused me to
do it, or why I enjoyed it, but I think children often find pleasure and satisfaction
in trying to set their thoughts down on paper, either in words or in pictures. I
was no good at drawing, so I used words instead. As I grew older, I found that
writing can be a way of earning a living…

Are my stories true, you ask? No, they are imaginary tales, containing fantastic
characters and events. In real life, a family doesn't have a child who looks like a
mouse; in real life, a spider doesn't spin words in her web. In real life, a swan
doesn't blow a trumpet. But real life is only one kind of life -- there is also the life
of the imagination. And although my stories are imaginary, I like to think that
there is some truth in them, too -- truth about the way people and animals feel
and think and act.

Yours sincerely,

E. B. White

E.B. White  (Ellyn Brooks)
was born in Mount Vernon, New York in 1899 and      
is considered by many to be a master of the English language.
He wrote essays for important magazines, poems and children’s
stories.  Many stories were inspired by things he observed living
on his farm in Maine. Charlotte’s Web was published in 1952.

Adapted  means the
playwright used the original novel
as a starting point. Joseph
Robinette used parts of the novel
Charlottle’s Web to make the play
very similar to the story but in a
form that would be entertaining
on stage.  In the play Charlotte’s
Web, we find some of the same
characters dialogue (what the
characters say) and settings from
the book and many of the same
details.

What parts of the play came
directly from the novel?

What parts of the play did
playwright, Joseph
Robinette choose to use his
imagination?

If you have read Charlotte’s
Web, watch for other
changes in the characters or
how the setting is shown
when you attend the
performance.

The Spider's Web
The spider, dropping down from twig,

Unfolds a plan of her devising,

A thin premeditated rig
To use in rising.

And all that journey down through space,

In cool descent and loyal hearted,

She spins a ladder to the place

From where she started.

Thus I, gone forth as spiders do

In spider's web a truth discerning,

Attach one silken thread to you

For my returning.



Staging the story6

When you attend a play, you
agree to pretend.  You agree to
suspend disbelief, to pretend that
the stage action and characters
are real.  To present a story on
stage, actors and other theatre
artists often rely on theatre
customs. These customs, or
conventions, are accepted ways of
acting or doing something on
stage.

As you watch the play
Charlotte’s Web, watch for the
following theatre conventions:

•Characters freeze in
positions on stage.  Even
though you can still see
them, “frozen” characters
are not part of the action on
stage.

 •Pantomime is used to
show action using gestures
and movements without
the use of actual props or
words.

•A play within a play can be
used to tell the story of the
play in a special way.

•Particular costume items
are chosen to suggest
important character qualities.

•Puppetry is used to show
Charlotte’s spider-y
character.  A actor operates
the puppet to show bug-like
qualities that a human might
not be able to accomplish.

Solving Stage Problems
To present a story on stage, actors and other theatre
artists often have problems to solve. Here are some
problems that had to be solved for Charlotte’s Web.
How might you solve them?  You may use lights,
sound effects, music, actors, costumes, and props
(objects) in your solutions.  (Hint:  You may want to
use some of the theatre conventions listed above.)

Problem #1: How can a spider web be made to
show words that “appear”?

Problem #2: How can young actors play the role
of an animal or of a person who is much older
than they?

Problem #3:  How can the same stage quickly
show changes from one farm to another farm and
then to a county fair?



The part YOU play…. 7

To prepare for presenting
Charlotte’s Web,  33 young actors
memorized their lines, practiced their
movements and participated in theatre arts
workshops over a 6 week period. They worked
with director Jeanette Abdo and Marilyn Mayes
who helped them move about the stage, play
their parts well and work together to bring the
story of Charlotte’s Web to life.  A creative team
worked to assemble costumes and a set design
to create the sort of effect they felt the play
should project. The stage manager was ready to
make sure everyone on stage and backstage
does the right  thing at the right time. All
Festival Theatre needs now is

YOU.
YOU have a part to play in
Charlotte’s Web.
You are the audience.
Your part requires you to listen carefully and
watch closely.

It’s okay to laugh or applaud if you enjoy
the play, but remember that you and the
actors are in the same room.  Talking or
whispering to friends during the
performance will distract the actors.

Help the actors play their parts well
by playing YOUR part well.

Resources:

Reacting to the Performance
•Which characters changed the most from the
beginning of the play to the end?

•What was the most important lesson that
Wilbur learned because of his friendship with
Charlotte?

•Why did Templeton want to help in the effort
to keep Wilbur alive?

•When the Mr. Zuckerman saw the words in the
web, he called it a miracle.  Why did the humans
call the words in the web a miracle?  Do you
believe in miracles?

•What is your favorite part of Charlotte’s Web?

Vocabulary
Runt:  the smallest animal of a litter

Specimen:  a sample

Salutations:  greetings, hello

Terrific:  exciting

Slops:  waste food used to feed pigs

Radiant-to emit rays, glowing

Humble:  not proud, near to the ground

Conspiracy:  a treacherous plot

Miraculous:  as if by a miracle

Injustice:  a wrong

What Do You Stand For? A Kid’s Guide To
Building Character by Barbara Lewis. Free Spirit
Publishing, 1998.

www.nytimes.com/authors.



P O S T • P E R F O R M A N C E

Charlotte’s Character:
Caring and Kindness*

When you truly care for others, there are no strings attached.  You
don’t expect to receive anything in return.  You don’t give in a grumpy
way; you do it with a free and open heart, and without keeping score.
Real caring is unconditional.  You don’t stop to think whether
someone deserves it.  And when you really love someone, you don’t
worry about what’s in it for you.

CHARLOTTE:  “The message
is spun. I’ve come to the end.
The job that I’ve done is all
for my friend.”

There are many ways you can care about, share with and serve others:

•With your actions:

•With your words:

•With your thoughts:

•With material gifts

Look around you, and you’ll notice many opportunities to give and serve.  Think
about your family, other relatives, friends, people in you neighborhood, pets and
animals, the environment, your community, the world.  How can you use your
skills, smarts, and experiences to improve the lives of others?

*Charlotte wove the words about Wilbur in her web just because she liked him and wanted to help. That’s all!



P O S T • P E R F O R M A N C E

Charlotte’s Character:
Positive Attitude*

WILBUR:  “Actually, I feel radiant.”

CHARLOTTE: “Then radiant you shall be.”

In Charlotte’s Web, Wilbur starts out as a runt:  a lowly, sickly, worthless pig.
With the proper food, shelter, and love, he grows and is no longer a runt.  In fact,
when Charlotte uses words like “terrific” and “radiant” and “humble” to describe
Wilbur, his attitude and way of looking at his life began to change.  He begins to
believe that he is “Some Pig.”

Today, “having an attitude” usually means a bad attitude (as in “He’s got an attitude!”
or “Don’t give me any of that attitude!”)  Your attitude is the way you look at things,
your outlook on life, your perspective.  Attitudes help us make choices and how you
feel about the people, places and things in your world.

Role Play these situations to show how people might demonstrate positive or
negative attitudes:

•An employer firing an employee

•A soccer coach instructing a student

•A mother correcting a child who screams when he doesn’t get his own way

•An older brother trying to get a younger sibling to stay out of his room

•A students pointing out that a teacher has made a mistake on a test

•A friend trying to stop another friend from lying

•Learning how to tie a complicated knot for the first time.

*Wilbur to choose to believe in himself. Believing in yourself is a great first step toward living a good life.

Collect quotes about attitudes.  Search the internet or visit the library.  Do keyword
searches for any of these positive words:  cheerfulness, acceptance, optimism, humility, hope,
being good sport.  Post them in a place where you can read them many times a day!



P O S T • P E R F O R M A N C E

CHARLOTTE:  “I eat bugs.  Actually I
drink their blood.

WILBUR:  “UGH!”

CHARLOTTE:  “That’s the way I’m
made. I can’t help it.”

Charlotte’s Character:
Respecting Differences*

Charlotte’s ways seemed brutal and bloodthirsty to Wilbur, who really had never
encountered a spider before and was not accustomed to how they lived.  We all need
to learn to be more tolerant of others, regardless of whether their “differences” are due
to race, cultural background, gender, age, intelligence, physical capabilities, or any
other reason.

Respecting differences means you have sympathy for beliefs or practices that are
different from your own.  You may not share or even agree with them, but you
recognize their right to exist.  Why should you respect differences?

•The more we respect one another, the more open you are to learning about other
people.

•The more you learn, the less you fear.

•The less you fear, the more comfortable you feel around all kinds of people.

•The more people you know, the more interesting your life becomes.

Brainstorm lists of ways in which people are and aren’t equal.   Brainstorm
way in which you, your class, you family, and /or your community can help

people to be more respectful of differences.

Q.  How can I learn to respect the differences of others?
A. There are many ways!  Be willing to meet new people.  Be willing to listen and learn.

And, as you are learning about differences, look for similarities!

*If Wilbur would not have respected Charlotte’s differences, he would have missed out on a great friend.


