
  

Sponsored by Festival Theatre and the St. Croix Falls Public Library 

ÒYour Town, a Living HistoryÓ Oral 
History Project 

 
“The writing of this play…sprang from a deep admiration for those little… 

towns in the hill and from a deep devotion to theater.  These are but the 
belated gropings to reconstruct what may have taken place when the play 

first presented itself—the life of the village against the life of the stars.” 
Thornton Wilder ÒA Preface For ÒOur TownÓ 

 
CULTIVATING MEMORIES  

 
Are you curious about the who’s, the how’s and the why’s of the St. Croix River Valley? 
Do you ever wonder about the treasured stories of this place, waiting to be un-earthed? 

Do you feel compelled to record these stories before it’s too late?  
 

• WHO: Secondary students, community members, recorders of history 
• WHAT: Stories that occurred in the St. Croix Valley, recorded or transcribed.  
• WHEN: Submissions must be made between October 15, 2009 and December 31, 2009                                               

 
ORAL HISTORY FIELD WORK  
ÒLiterature to the StageÓ Workshop 
Danette Olsen & Carolyn Wedin Instructors 
October 17, 2009  9:00-2:30Festival Theatre, St. Croix Falls 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HARVESTING THE STORIES  
HARVESTING ORAL HISTORY  
Submitting Oral Histories 
1)  To take part in this project, please complete and return the ÒYour Town, A Living HistoryÓ Registration     
Form. We would like to know the number and nature of projects in progress so that we can support to your 
efforts.   
2)  Consult Oral History Gathering Guideline found at www.festivaltheatre.org or www. 
3)  Please send typed transcriptions and/or raw recordings to the St. Croix Falls Public Library, 710 Hwy. 35, 
St. Croix Falls, WI by December 31, 2009.  
 
Various readers theatre pieces produced through this project will be performed at Festival Theatre on March 14, 
2010. 
 
 
 

The Big Read program featuring the Pulitzer Prize winning literature of Thornton Wilder, is a great platform from which to 
extend learning, rich in resource and ready for the classroom. Like a good book, this workshop includes practical material 
that can be utilized again and again. 
• Getting into Oral History: Get your students investigating and appreciating the past of their town.  Guidelines 

and tips for collecting oral histories how to effectively manage the material. 
• ÒLiterature to the StageÓ Drama in the Classroom:  use drama to make learning any classroom topic 

exceptionally fun and effective. Advanced skills of oral interpretation, too.   
• Book Group Leader Training Course:  how to talk about drama and to lead a book group which features the 

reading of it.    
For more information or to register, see The Big Read, www.festivaltheatre.org or contact Amy Klein at 715-483-3387 

The Big Read is an initiative of the National 
Endowment for the Arts in partnership with 

the Institute of Museum and Library 
Services and Arts Midwest. 



  

ÒLife of the VillageÓ A Readers Theatre Event  
March 14, 2010 -  2pm 
Festival Theatre, St. Croix Falls, WI  
 
• Jean Feraca, Wisconsin Public Radio Host of Radio Without Borders, will provide the keynote address with 
readings from her award-winning memoir I Hear Voices including discussion on the writing of a memoir and her time 
spent in Peru  
• Dramatized oral histories from the ÒYour Town, A Living HistoryÓ project will be performed in a ReaderÕs 
Theatre setting.   
 
Questions about the oral history project contact Sarah Adams at scflibrary@ifls.lib.wi.us or 715-483-1777.   
For more information about the Big Read, contact Amy Klein, groups@festivaltheatre.org or 715-483-3387.  
 
Please return Registration Form prior to your first submission to:  
   Attn:  Sarah Adams, ÒYour Town, a Living HistoryÓ Oral History Project 
               St. Croix Falls Public Library, 710 Hwy 35, St. Croix Falls, WI 54024.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

R E G I S T R A T I O N   F O R M  
ÒYour Town, A Living HistoryÓ a Oral History Project   

 
Yes!  I’m interested in gathering oral histories! 
 
Name_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City/State/Zip__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone (home)______________________________________(cell)________________________________ 
 
email_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please provide a short description of the oral history project I intend to persue:  
 
 
 
 
Please check any or all that apply:  
___ IÕd like more information about gathering oral histories.      
___ I know the name of an individual who would be excellent to interview. Please contact me.  
___ IÕd like to get involved as a volunteer.   
  ___I am skilled at listening, typing, editing.  
         ___I am knowledgeable of local history, gathering oral histories,              
  ___I am interested in learning more about readerÕs theatre and oral interpretation.   
    
Release: I understand by submitting my oral history, I am granting ÒYour Town, a Living HistoryÓ Oral History Project and Big 
Read full rights for any use relating to the project or promotion of future related projects. 
 
Signature_________________________________________  Date_______________________________  
 
Please print name__________________________________ 


